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MAIN 
CONCLUSIONS

ABSTRACT FOCUS ON

Raise the amount of funding allocated to 
transport needs. 
Increase the amount allocated to adapt 
infrastructure to future mobility needs . 
Prioritize measures aimed at facilitating 
integration and inter-operability. 
Prioritize metropolitan areas facing severe 
transport problems and remote areas which 
are steadily losing their population. 
Allow EU funds to allocate resources to 
ensure the correct maintenance of 
infrastructure. 
Definine more flexible approaches to 
combine resources coming from different 
priorities and instruments. 
Set a minimum common evaluation 
framework to all transport projects 
receiving EU support. 
Establish clear guidelines for innovative 
instruments. 
Simplify and homogenizing the 
administrative procedures. 
Establish independent supervision of the 
common evaluation framework for all 
transport projects receiving EU funds. 
Constitute a single EU Transport Agency 
which provides guidance to less developed 
regions and countries to modernize their 
institutions. 
Promote a greater harmonization of 
charging, taxation and subsidy approaches 
across different transport modes and 
countries.

This study provides comprehensive 
information on the current status of 
European Union (EU) funding for 
transport projects, including the main 
achievements, benefits, issues and 
problems, the purpose of which is to 
propose recommendations to improve 
the effectiveness of EU funding for the 
future multi-annual financial framework 
(MFF) 2021-2027.

EU funds have not been as effective as 
expected in fulfilling transport policy 
priorities and, according to the European 
Court of Auditors (ECA), the EU's audit 
authority, they require improved targeting. 
 
The current EU allocation of funds to 
transport seems to be insufficient. The 
"Connecting Europe Facility " is unable to 
cover all the valuable applications it 
receives, while Cohesion Policy instruments 
have been accompanied by a reduction of 
their budget despite the regional 
imbalances in the EU which still exist.
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